The Community Food Bank’s Thriving Communities Grant

Changes have been made to this document—please read through in its entirety.


Purpose: The purpose of the Community Food Bank’s (CFB) Thriving Communities Grant fund is to support initiatives addressing various aspects of food security, community health, social justice, and the root causes of hunger. The grant can fund a wide array of projects, including infrastructure, training, community organizing, educational projects, pilot projects, evaluation efforts, and more. The primary goal of this funding is to build community, address disparities with dignity, and change the conditions that cause food insecurity and poverty in line with CFB’s mission to build healthy, hunger-free communities.  

Eligibility: Funding is open to organizations and groups with operating budgets under $1 million conducting projects in Cochise, Graham, Greenlee, Pima, and Santa Cruz Counties, that fall into one of these 3 categories:
· An organization, church, school, or tribal organization with 501c3 nonprofit status
· A mutual aid group, collective, or community group that is fiscally sponsored by a 501c3 nonprofit
· *A group working to benefit their community that does not have its own 501c3 status or a fiscal sponsor
*If an applicant group does not have 501c3 status or an existing fiscal sponsor, they may apply for CFB’s Avanzando LLC to be a fiscal sponsor. However, due to limited capacity, fiscal sponsorship through Avanzando is not guaranteed. Fiscal sponsorship requests will be evaluated on the requesting groups’ needs and barriers to funding.
 
Award Amounts Offered:
· Up to $5,000: Less extensive application and reporting process.
· Up to $20,000: For an individual organization applicant.  
· Up to $50,000: For collaborations of 2 or more organizations. Collaborative projects bring together various stakeholders as part of the proposed project, and the proposal must include Letters of Commitment detailing the roles and responsibilities of each collaborating organization.  

Funding Priority and Limitations: CFB was fortunate to bring in additional Covid-related funding to re-grant in support of our partners over the last several years. With Covid-era funding rapidly dwindling across the nonprofit sector, our granting budget for the 2025 award round is less than the previous 4 years, but still significantly higher than before 2020.

The highest priority projects will involve one or more of the following components:

· Strengthening the local food system
· Providing community education related to health, access to services, growing food, nutrition, job training, economic opportunities, and/or cultural preservation of historically underinvested communities 
· Supporting emergency food distribution efforts such as infrastructure improvements, organizational capacity building, and improved and dignified service delivery



The strongest applications will address at least 1 high priority above and: 

· Clearly state the specific community need, project goals, and desired impact
· Specifically say what components of the project are led by or center the people or community it's meant to benefit
· Strongly show how the project's benefits will continue even after the initial investment

CFB will also consider the overall distribution of funds across our 5-county service area in both urban and rural communities.

***Important note on food/consumable supply requests***:
Due to reduced funding, the Thriving Communities Grant will limit funding for food purchases and single-use supplies. If unique circumstances mean food or other single-use supplies are critical to your project’s mission, you may request up to 10% of the budget for these items. Please note that the Thriving Communities Grant’s purpose seeks to support longer-term investments in the community.

Providing food to partners through low or no-cost streams is a separate and key piece of CFB’s efforts. As stewards of CFB’s resources, we work to leverage donations and bulk buying power to source large amounts of quality food at reduced rates not available at stores or for smaller purchasers. 

If food is your primary need: Rather than the Thriving Communities Grant, we encourage you to explore opportunities to become a formal food distribution partner with CFB. Click HERE to fill out a Partner Interest Form.

Timeline:
· Accepting applications on Grant Interface: From 9:00 am on the second Wednesday of October – 6:00 pm on the second Wednesday of December annually.
· Funding decisions communicated via email to submission applicant by mid-March.
· *Checks will be mailed to awardees by the end of April.
· *If an awardee received a grant in the previous grant round, the check will be mailed after they have confirmed full spending of the previous award on their Final Report submission and submitted their Grant Agreement for the new award to Grant Interface.
· Your project should be completed within a year, but if needed, you can request an extension.

Reporting: 
· For awards $5,000 and under: Upon project completion, provide photos and a brief description of project result. 
· For awards greater than $5,000: Upon end of grant year, provide brief report of project activities, challenges, and impact. 
· All awardees are invited to acknowledge CFB funding in project promotion. 
